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FOMA on the Cutting Edge — Virtually

The Presidium
Steve Davis, Sarah Maresco, Lynne Smith, Fritz Thomas

Hola FOMA Friends!
Despite ‘Pandemic Pandemonium’, the 

FOMA board continues to explore ways to bring you 
interesting events, articles, reading lists etc., accessed 
via ‘Zoom’ and email. All this from the comforts of 
your living room. (Even though, as of this moment, we 
are likely all pretty fed up with our living rooms!)

Our optimism in the Spring that Covid 19 
would all be in the rearview mirror by now has proven 
to be a myth, especially here in Arizona.

Gregorio Luke, a favorite FOMA guest 
lecturer through the years, has agreed to do a virtual 
lecture for us on Sunday, October 4th at 1:00 pm. This 
was to have been our scheduled lecture date at the 
Franciscan Renewal Center. For those of you who have 
faithfully followed his Saturday evening lecture series 
on Zoom, you know that he is just as good virtually as 
he is in person (or almost!). 

Depending on membership response to this 
trial run, we will assess whether to pursue further 
lectures going forward. 

If ‘Zoom’ is a foreign and frightening word 
to you, your mind might rest easier if you googled  
either Creative Life Center by Marcia Chadly, a UTube 
video which slowly and clearly walks you through the 
basics or go to https://seniorplanet.org/wp-content/
uploads/2020/03/Zoom.pdf for a list of steps to get 
you started participating.  If you still have issues, 
please contact any Board member and we will happily 
allay your concerns (or find someone who can).

Since we have limited events to share at this 
time, this newsletter will divert from the norm and be 
sent via PDF to your email and to the website only. 

If you have thoughts and feedback about 
future endeavors, Zoom, etc, please be in touch.   Until 
we can meet (in person) again, stay well.

Welcome Back Gregorio!

Allbeit the circumstances 
are different, FOMA’s usu-
al October lecture is no 

less welcome. ‘Zoom’ will 
take the place of our cutomary venue but 

Gregorio will be as elequant as ever!

Miguel Covarrubias is likely not a household name for most of us but with 
Gregorio’s help, we will come to know him as perhaps Mexico’s most versatile 
artist: a painter, muralist, cartoonist, filmmaker, anthropologist, author, dance 
promoter, and curator. 

An avid traveller, his wide ranging talents brought 
him worldwide recognition in diverse locales from 

New York to Bali, China, Latin 
America and most spectacularly in 
Oaxaca and southern México.

Mr. Luke will surely bring him 
alive for us. Specific details will be 
emailed prior to October 4th. Please 
plan to join us. q
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BOOKS YOU MIGHT ENJOY:BOOKS YOU MIGHT ENJOY:

In Memorium . . . 

We fondly remember 
Friends we have lost:

Jean Grimm 4/18/20
Many of us have great stories 
and memories of travelling 
to Mexico, New Mexico and 
local environs with Jean, a 
long-time FOMA member and 
Mexican Arts & Culture tour 
guide. Around her, there was 
never a dull moment. 

Dr. Hugo Rangel 7/2/20
Retired physician,Hugo along 
with his wife Micaela, were 
staunch supporters of FOMA 
and could always be counted 
on to take advantage of 
all that FOMA offered.  In 
recent years, poor health 
slowed him down but didn’t 
daunt his spirit. Donations 
may be made to St. Vincent 
de Paul.

Joan Roff 8/10/20
Several years ago, Joan was 
a very active member and will 
be familiar to many of us. She 
loved to travel and ventured 
to most places on the globe.

Thank you for renewing your membership with Friends of 
Mexican Art in such a timely manner. Your continued 

loyalty, especially during this time of the Covid 19 
pandemic, is appreciated in supporting FOMA’s goals. 

During the summer, we have been planning programs 
with social distancing in mind but are truly looking forward  

 to a future when we can all see one another in friendship and a 
shared love of Mexican art.   
With utmost gratitude,      FOMA Board Officers
Change of Address: 
Alice Harris
815 E Palace Avenue #3
Santa Fe, New Mexico. 87501 

Passionate Pilgrim: This book was recommended 
in the Spring and has been collecting accolades 
ever since. Alma Reed is the focus of this fasci-
nating factual story of unlikely events that led 
to liaisons with Mexico’s Great and Near-Great. 
She re-invented herself many times with each 
turn and twist more amazing than the last.

More in line with 
Arizona’s history, 
Lynn Downey 
has penned two  interesting tales: 
Arizona’s Vulture Mine & Vulture City 
(2019) and Wickenburg (2012).

The latter  includes 
the background 
of Los Caballe-
ros  which we had 
booked for lunch 
last April before 
Covid put an end 
to our Wickenburg 
Day Trip. q
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OFF THE BEATEN PATH . . .   Yasmin Rochette 

FOMA filled with ‘Foodies’
From early days, it seems that we 
like to eat . . . and appar-
ently cook! Were 
you around 
when favor-
ite Member 
recipes were 
available at all 
the House Tours 
and market tables? 
The hot pink cards 
tied with raffia were 
hard to miss!  Maybe 
you even contributed a 
recipe?

Longtime member 
relocates to Flagstaff.

Donna Reining 
got an offer she 
couldn’t refuse! 
Her daughter Leah 
and her family 
scooped her up to 
live with them in 
Flag! She will be 

greatly missed at FOMA events having 
served on the Board for many years. You 
can stay in touch with ‘snail mail’ sent to: 
Donna Reining, C/o Leah Gripp, 2779 
Red Field Trail, Flagstaff AZ 86001. She 
would love to hear from you!

The Vincent Price Museum— not at all 
frightful.

 

Located in Monterey Park in East LA, this museum is not a shrine to the 
horror film genre ! 

Educated at Yale and the prestigious Courtauld Institute in London, Vincent 
Price  amassed a huge collection of Pre-Columbian art and left this legacy to

East Los Angeles College. 

What is striking is the wide 
variety and quality of the 

objects that fascinated him, 
evident in the fine and minute 
details seen in every piece. 
More than 2000 were collected 
over a 50 year period. 

The collection includes 
objects from all over Central and South America. Of particular note are those from the Mixtec 

(Oaxaca, Puebla and Guerrero regions) and the Chupícuaro (in the state of Guanajuato)   - cultures 
that date back almost 1000 years.  

This subject is not what you might expect coming from a star of stage and screen. Fortunately Mr. 
Price’s passion is available for one and all to see, beautifully presented at his namesake museum. q


